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Then I wanted to do accounting, but
that was a terrible idea. Then I
basically looked through the
prospectus at Glasgow Uni to see
what I could transfer onto & I found
Electronics and Music!

DAWN GILLIES
STEM ENGAGEMENT OFFICER,
HIGHLAND COUNCIL

WHAT SUBJECT WAS
YOUR UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE IN?
BSc Electronics & Music
MSc Signal Processing

WERE YOU ALWAYS
INTERESTED IN SCIENCE?
I wanted to be an Egyptologist for a
while. I’m not good in sunshine
though. I can get burnt in the north
of Scotland in the spring, so that
would have been a terrible idea.
(continued)

WHAT IS YOUR PHD
PROJECT ABOUT?
Half my research is studying the
mechanical properties of cells,
squishing cells to see how squishy
they are (cancer cells are squishier
than other cells). I also look at the
chemical properties of cells by
shooting a big laser at them.
studying the squishiness of cells is
the most fun part; the laser doesn’t
always work :-(

WHAT IS A TYPICAL DAY
LIKE?
I do a lot of coding, running
experiments on cells, looking
at cells under the microscope, image
processing, meetings, & running
around trying to find people who
aren’t where they say they’re going to
be. I also do some demonstrating. I
teach labs for first year electronics.

IF YOU WEREN'T A
SCIENTIST, WHAT
WOULD BE DOING NOW?
Baking cakes, turning myself into a
giant pie. My favourite things
to make are macaroons!

DESCRIBE YOURSELF IN
3 WORDS
Aspiring Mary Berry

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN?
Probably Frank Sinatra or Glenn
Miller

FAVOURITE FOOD?
The best thing I’ve ever eaten was
pizza from a pizzeria in Brooklyn
called Difara.

IF YOU HAD 3 WISHES FOR
YOURSELF, WHAT WOULD
THEY BE?
Unlimited air miles, a cure for MS,
and to get a perfect job straight out
of my PhD

Contact optima.cdt@gmail.com if you have questions for Dawn, subject line 'AMA'

