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got me interested in doing research
was working with my undergraduate
research supervisor, researching
malaria. That’s when I knew I wanted
to do research into something
practical. Some people spend 4 years
studying one specific protein, but I
knew I couldn’t do that. I wanted to
work on something that could more
immediately help humans.

WHAT IS YOUR PHD
PROJECT ABOUT?

WHAT SUBJECT WAS
YOUR UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE IN?

I work on imaging arteries,
identifying & targeting those
that are most at risk for heart attack.
This can lead to improved heart
attack prevention &treatment.

BSc Biological Sciences:
Immunology

WHAT IS A TYPICAL DAY
LIKE?

WERE YOU ALWAYS
INTERESTED IN SCIENCE?
I had a really amazing & inspiring
biology teacher in school. She was
strict & not everyone liked her, but
she explained things so well. So I
would say she got me interested in
biology. But what really (continued)

People think a scientist’s job is boring
& that they do the same thing
everyday, but it’s the opposite! It’s so
different; there is no typical day. I
don’t spend too much time working
in the lab, but I often spend my time
planning, reading, & analysing images
of arteries.

IF YOU WEREN'T A
SCIENTIST, WHAT
WOULD BE DOING NOW?
I like so many different things! Maybe
I’d do something artistic - I woke up
this morning and thought that I’d like
to make earrings! Or maybe I would be
working in the media. I might like
working with the BBC, speaking or
writing about science. I also used to
climb competitively but making a
career out of that can be difficult

DESCRIBE YOURSELF IN
3 WORDS
Organised, emotional and passionate

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN?
Arctic Monkeys

WHAT'S THE MOST FUN
THING YOU'VE EVER DONE?
I’ve been diving off the coast of
Mexico and at an island off the coast
of Honduras, where I got to work
on a research project identifying
different fish & coral. It was really fun!

Contact optima.cdt@gmail.com if you have questions for Clara, subject line 'AMA'

