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WHAT IS YOUR PHD
PROJECT ABOUT?
Investigating why different types of
ovarian cancer behave differently at
the invasion stage.

AMELIA
HALLAS-POTTS
PHD STUDENT, UNIVERSITY
OF EDINBURGH

WHERE WERE YOU
BORN?
Sheffield, England

WHAT SUBJECT WAS
YOUR UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE IN?
Neuroscience, BSc

IF YOU WEREN'T A
SCIENTIST, WHAT
WOULD BE DOING NOW?
I studied AS level French &
introductory Spanish on the side so I
probably would have done languages.

WHAT IS A TYPICAL DAY
LIKE?

showed me that there was a lot more
to Biology than just what we were
being taught at school.

DESCRIBE YOURSELF IN
3 WORDS
Hard-working, a Team-player, and
motivated.

I go in at 8 every day - that’s as typical
as it gets! it all depends on how the
cells that I’m using are behaving.
With OPTIMA, there are so many
things you can do outside of the lab.
My PhD probably takes up about 70%
of my day; the rest of it is filled with
loads of extra-curricular stuff - like
being a STEM Ambassador, & the
Innovation Forum.

FAVOURITE FOOD?

WERE YOU ALWAYS
INTERESTED IN SCIENCE?

IF YOU HAD 3 WISHES,
WHAT WOULD THEY BE?

I did Biology, Chemistry, French &
Maths at AS level. I absolutely hated
Biology, and in fact, I was going to
drop it the next year…what I really
wanted to study was French. But
then I went to Honduras with my
Biology teachers on a volunteering
project, and my teachers (continued)

I wish that I pass my PhD! That’s a
major one - I’m kind of committed
now. I wish that my sister gets into
the first England football squad,
because she’s training with them at
the moment. My final wish would be
that whatever job I get after my PhD
involves travelling all over the world.

Sushi!

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN?
I just listen to whatever’s on the
radio, to be honest. I wouldn’t say I
have a favourite.

Contact optima.cdt@gmail.com if you have questions for Amelia, subject line 'AMA'

