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WHAT IS A TYPICAL DAY?

AILSA
GOLIGHTLY
PROJECT SCIENTIST @
CARCINOTECH & OPTIMA
PHD STUDENT

WHERE WERE YOU
BORN?

WHAT IS YOUR PHD ABOUT?

Edinburgh

WHAT SUBJECT WAS
YOUR UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE IN?
Bsc (Hons) Chemistry

WERE YOU ALWAYS
INTERESTED IN
SCIENCE?
Yes!

There is no such thing as a typical day!
The pattern always starts with group
meeting, where I talk to others to share
our research and solve problems. Next I
go into the lab to start my experiments. I
begin with engineering, where I build
something for the cancer cells to live in. I
then move on to biology and chemistry,
where I give the cells food or treatments
and see how they respond under the
microscope. Once I have some pictures &
collected my data, I go back to the
computer to figure out what is really
going on inside the cells. Sometimes this
can happen in a day. Other times it can
take weeks, or even months!

My project uses biology, engineering, lots
of problem solving, and just a little bit of
chemistry to make a real model of
cancer in the lab. The models are small
but mighty, & they can tell us a lot about
what cancer is like inside a human body.
By using cell models for experiments and
cancer research, we can investigate new
cancer treatments without using any live
animals or people.

IF YOU WEREN'T A
SCIENTIST, WHAT
WOULD BE DOING NOW?
A pianist.

DESCRIBE YOURSELF IN
3 WORDS
Because I can.

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN?
John Williams

FAVOURITE FOOD?
Seafood pasta

MOST FUN THING YOU'VE
EVER DONE?
Snorkelling at the Galapagos Islands I swam with turtles, sea lions and
sharks!

TELL US A JOKE!
Why did the elephants get kicked out
of the pool?
Because their trunks kept falling down!

Contact optima.cdt@gmail.com if you have questions for Ailsa, subject line 'AMA'

